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On March 24, President Fernando Collor de Mello ordered the Federal Police to dynamite "as
soon as possible" all clandestine landing strips inside Yanomami reservations in Roraima state,
located in the northern Amazon. There are more than 90 constructed by miners. During the gold
rush of the past three years, as many as 10% of the 9,000 Yanomami have died. In addition, the
mining operations have exacted severe environmental damage. In January, the government began
evacuating the miners. On March 21, Roraima state government officials announced that the
evacuation was complete. Last week, the Federal Police announced that any miner found in the
Yanomami areas would be arrested. Federal Police chief Romeu Tuma said on March 25 that he
estimated about 700 gold miners remain in Yanomami lands. Collor is already under pressure
by environmentalists and defenders of the native people to revoke decrees issued by former
president Jose Sarney that permit miners to re-enter about 5% of the Yanomamis' 35,000 squaremile homeland. Roraima residents are opposed to further limitations. During his tour, Collor
visited Surucucus, an Indian village that has an air force landing strip and a small army post. The
development is part of a military program called Northern Headquarters, which commenced in
1985. Opposed by many environmentalists, the program has spent $640 million to build small
military outposts or installations in 26 locations along the country's 3,900-mile border from French
Guyana to Colombia. The outposts were designed to serve as centers to attract settlers to the remote
area. Collor has ordered that all Northern Headquarters planning meetings be attended by his
minister of environment and secretary for science and technology. Next, the president ordered the
two to collaborate with military advisers to produce a zoning map for the Amazon within a year.
The map would show areas appropriate for forest reserves, farming or mining. The government also
announced that ecology would be a required course at primary and high schools levels. [Basic data
from Jornal do Comercio, O Globo (Brazil), 03/25/90; New York Times, 03/27/90]
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